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oC BRIENsG # October 1957

I. © Bovenher 18508, Plasaisg Board memorandum to R5C:
"The IAC ia NIE 11-6-38, Capabdilities and Treands in Soviet
Seienne snd Technolagy, has estimmted that the ¥SER has the MRsic
selentitic capabilities, techaical akills and other rescarces io
develesp, Muild and lawach an uumaned aarth satellite vehicle.
The 1A Owided Missiles Intelligence Committee hes estimated ihet
the UBSE seuld orbit a satellits by sarly 1857. In additiea,
sumerous official and semi-official Soviet statements indloate
that the UBEE is eager to be the first te orbit sn earth matellite
und is sugaged in am extensive earth satellits program. Eowesver,
there is awufliciont firm evidence regarding the priority stteched
te this pregran to pevmit sn sstimate of precisely shen the URER
will erdit an earth sstellite, For plasniag purposes, it woulé be
prafent to asswe thet the UBSR will orbit a satellite with
linited Instramentastion for scientific purposes at a2ay time
after sarly 1937,

I3. 96 Jumeary 1987, BCI hriefiag of MEC!
"hs USSR will probadly meke s major effort to be the Tirst cotatyy
to orbit ax earth satellite, ©n ths basis of our cstimmte of Foviet
geiéad missile capabilition, we belisve that the USER poswessrr

the basic technical capsbilities, skills, aad ofher resources
raguired to develop, build, and orbit an wmmanned satedlite vehicle,”
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213, 16 Wey 18857, DCI briefing of NSC:
“An you know, the JAC hes jJust isswed the Mational Intelligenge
sstismte 11-5-57 ecoveriag Seviet capubilities ia the guided
aissile field. In the development of this estimte, the
tntelligence commmaity sgreed that the USSR has & espadility
of ewbitiag in 1907 a sstellite vehicle which yould sequire
ssisatific information and dunta of limited nilitary value.”
~5e ceatisme te Tesl vary strongly that the Soviets will make
svery effort te place a2 mtellite in owdit during the period
of the laterastiomal Geophysical Year., The jatarmmtional
papehelogicel impeet of Being first in this tield weald
undoudtedly weigh very hasvily in their program planaing,”
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